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it just says Americans remain largely
suspicious of the Federal Government
and their political leaders, though the
anger of the early nineties has dis-
sipated. I think we in Congress should
deal with problems more on a biparti-
san basis, rather than finger point and
so forth.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. If the gentleman
would yield, I knew this story and I
forgot it and it came up this week.
There was quite a debate when Jeffer-
son wrote the term ‘‘the pursuit of hap-
piness.’’

Do you know originally many of the
Founding Fathers wanted that sen-
tence to be ‘‘the pursuit of virtue?’’

There is a difference. I thought that
was an interesting debate that we have
somewhat forgotten. Obviously, we
want to be able to pursue happiness,
but many of the Founding Fathers felt
it was even more important to pursue
virtue. ‘‘Virtue’’ is a term we hear al-
most none of in this capital city any
more

I go back and I will close, and I know
our time has almost expired, but I do
want to say this about virtue and val-
ues, because I believe he was para-
phrasing someone else, but I often
quote Jessie Jackson, Sr., who politi-
cally I do not agree with on too many
issues, but I agree with something he
said a few years ago. He said, ‘‘If you
want to change the world, you have to
first change your neighborhood. If you
can’t change your neighborhood, at
least be a good example.’’

I think particularly those of us on
this side of the ballot, on this side of
the elections, who serve in public of-
fices and have the privilege to serve in
the U.S. Congress, I think sometimes
we all want to try and change the
world; but what we have really got to
do is talk about how can we change our
neighborhood, and, finally, and most
importantly, how can we be good exam-
ples.

I think once in a while we have to re-
mind people that values and virtue are
important, and they do make a dif-
ference. It is difficult sometimes when
you read the stories in the press of
what happens here in Washington, and
the way you started this conversation
tonight, and everybody is talking
about campaign finance reform, but, in
the end, at the end of the day, it seems
to me that whether you are the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Vice
President of the United States, a Mem-
ber of the U.S. Congress, it seems to
me you have a responsibility not just
to obey the letter of the law, not just
to find legalism, to stay within what
you technically and your attorneys
may say is the law, but it seems to me
you have an example, you have a re-
sponsibility, at least, to set a good ex-
ample.

That is one of the things that has
frustrated me over the last number of
months, because we have had a lot of
our colleagues talking about campaign
finance reform. We need campaign fi-
nance reform. I step back and I say I

certainly believe that we do need cam-
paign finance reform.

But it seems to me before we reform
any laws, we have to make certain that
the laws that are currently on the
books are being adequately enforced.
Frankly, I do not think it is too much
to expect of us or members of the ad-
ministration or anyone else that they
not only obey the letter of the law as
they are on the books today, but they
set a good example.
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So with that, Mr. Speaker, I yield
back to the gentleman. I hope that per-
haps we can finish and talk a little bit
about that, because if we are really
going to teach our kids, we teach them
best by example. We do not teach them
by example by hiding behind legalisms,
we set an example and live by that ex-
ample, and that is what they hear the
most from us.

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the gen-
tleman for those points. I think they
are excellent.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I just want to close by getting back
to something the gentleman was talk-
ing about a few minutes ago, in
quoting that newspaper article.

If we look at the polls, there are a lot
of people who still remain pessimistic,
despite the economy going strong and
unemployment being low, and it is the
morality, it is the virtue issue. The
gentleman is absolutely right, we can-
not lay all the blame on our schools.
Hollywood is playing a role, what peo-
ple are seeing on TV.

But it really comes down to, in the
end, we have to change ourselves. We
have to change our families. We have
to change our communities. Unless it
comes from the grassroots up, it is not
going to work. It cannot come from
Washington, DC, down. We cannot re-
form education and put education re-
form, we cannot change our edu-
cational system, where virtue and val-
ues are being upgraded, we cannot re-
form the system from Washington, DC.

There are 5,000 education bureaucrats
in this city right now, working in
buildings around this Capitol, that are
not doing anything to help so many of
these kids who are struggling. A lot of
our kids are doing well, but a lot are
struggling. I think it is very exciting,
the kind of reforms we are seeing.

I think what we are trying to do in
the Republican Party here in this Con-
gress, we are saying no to the status
quo, and we want to see some real re-
form. It has really been a pleasure to
be able to join with the gentleman in
this discussion.

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the gen-
tleman, and certainly agree. There are
so many things we are debating now in
terms of more Washington government
in education, national curriculums. I
say, let us go back to the local level
where the action is, where a lot of the
solutions are, and so forth.

On the subject of right and wrong, I
was jogging the other day out in front,

leaving the Capitol, going by the
Smithsonian, toward the Washington
Monument, and two student-type look-
ing fellows were sitting on the ground
with a laptop computer. They had a big
poster board. It said, ‘‘Is there a dif-
ference between right and wrong?’’ And
they were sitting around punching fig-
ures into their laptop, apparently prov-
ing that there was no difference be-
tween right and wrong.

I did not have the nerve, but I cer-
tainly had the mind, and I was think-
ing, I just ought to jog right over there
and step on that laptop and ruin it, and
then turn around and see if they think
there is a right or a wrong. Because I
have a feeling they would say, hey,
that was wrong, buddy.

And it is interesting how quickly you
can kind of turn the debate from some
of the academic Washingtonian deep
thinkers and just bring them back to
the reality of the real world and home-
town America, because that is where I
think the salvation of our great coun-
try is.

There are a lot of good people in
Washington, great minds, practically
brilliant people. I have a lot of respect
for many, many folks: Democrats, Re-
publicans, Federal bureaucrats, Fed-
eral employees, a lot of good folks in
the system. But when we get down to
it, the real strength of America is on
the streets of America and hometown
America, the wisdom of hometown
America. I think that is where the
goodness is, and there lies our great-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentlemen
for joining me tonight.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ALLEN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. PAPPAS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes on Septem-
ber 11.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ALLEN) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. SKELTON.
Mr. BERRY.
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